Bibli's Book Cover Connection Game
A printable activity that encourages the development of observational
skills, analytical thinking, and an excitement for reading!

Introduction
While the phrase "don't judge a book by its cover" generally holds true, more often than not,
book covers are meaningful clues as to what stories lie behind them. While Bibli is a firm
believer that every story (just like a person!) has much more to offer than could ever be fully
encompassed in a cover, Bibli also thinks that looking at book covers can be a fun way to
practice critical thinking by guessing what story awaits behind its colorful cover. In this
game, children will do just that by pairing a book title with its matching book cover.
Instructions for Teachers and Parents
On the next two pages, you'll find two things: a collection of book covers missing titles and a
bank of book titles. Work with your child to help pair each cover with a title that matches
what is seen on the cover by looking for key details. Go a step further by thinking about what
might happen in the story beyond the cover based on the book title and cover.
Instructions for Children
Have you ever tried sorting a book that doesn't have a title? Neither have we! It would be
awfully hard to shelve a book if it didn't have a title. Luckily, book covers often give us clues
as to what their story is about. Help Ms. Grammar, the children's librarian in Bibli's library,
shelve some storybooks by pairing each book cover on the following page with a title.

Book Covers

Book Titles*

Kindness Always Wins

The Imperfect Peach

Riley the Ringleader

Hoppity's Garden

The Space-Travelling Triplets

A Turtle's Tune

One Day I Will Fly

The Secret Society of Forest Friends

City Truck's Day Off

*Important note: The color of the books spines do not necessarily
match the book covers!
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Have Others Guess YOUR Book's Title!

Try drawing a book cover in the box below. Once you've finished drawing, brainstorm
a title for you book but remember — don't add it to your cover just yet! Instead, write
down the correct title for your book on a separate piece of paper. Write down some
possible options for the book's title at the bottom of this page (make sure to include
the correct title!). Then grab a family member or friend and have them guess your
book's title from the options.

Possible book titles:
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Book Covers in Real Life!
Title

What's on a book cover?
You'll typically find these three things on a book
cover: A title, the author's (and possibly illustrator's)
name, and artwork. Some additional things you may
find are awards (a famous one is the John Newbery
Medal!) a subtitle underneath the title, the publisher's
information, and if you're checking out a library book,
maybe a barcode!
One thing you'll ALWAYS find on the cover? . . . Clues
about the story behind it!

Author
Names
Which real book covers do you recognize?

Artwork

Take a look at some real book covers below. Do you recognize them? Have you read
any of them? If you have read them, think about if the cover matches the story inside.
Why or why not? If you haven't read them, guess what the book might be about. And
of course, if any of them interest you, check them out from your library! 😉

Thanks for playing with Bibli!
Find more story-inspired fun at the websites below:
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www.thefriendlybookshelf.com

www.blossomchildrensmedia.com
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